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, THE Author fliers lang that. the foppreion of his name will 
not derogate from the crit ol iho fats tated ; ohen be inform, 
- his readers, that, he has. had an opportunity of peryling moſt, if 
| not ell that has been publiſhed os the gyeſent buſineſs ; togethe: 
Vith ſome private correſpondence; and that he pledges himſelf 
eiter them, if m by mung 9 
Liteulated papers, Viz. 
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0 THE MEMBERS, or 5 I 
THE. METHODIST SOCIETY, - | 
& LEEDS, and Elſewhere. dur | 


Diar Brithren and Friends 1 * ; | 

T is with ſome difficulty that I can prevail upon 

myſelf 19 publiſh this Addreſs, fearing to divert 5 

ur attention, for a moment, from 2 
putpoſes, in Which many, many of you are ſo 

happily and worthily engaged, To wy bleſſings. - 
from above for your own ſouls, and others, ſeems - 
y-ur deareſt concern; and ſorry ſhould I be to damp 
the fervency of your ſpirits,” in ſo laudable, ſo inte- 
reſting; and ſo divine an occupation. Go on, go 1 
on with perſeverance in exhortation and prayer; 11 
and may your labours, thus united with yaur paſtors, | 
be yet more abundantly bleſſed. I he futility ok | 
contentions about ad plans and new plans appears to 
jou, thus employed; in its proper colours :—Your 
bet plan is very Juli the Salvation of Sinners, at' - 
any rate, at any dime, at any place, and in any man- 
nere At leaſt fuck it will be found im the day of the 
Lord wen each „al be rewardad according 10 
«bis lalours. The Mosr Hrau has declared, 
that he is Coutiſellor to himſelf; and the revival“ 

® The late revival of religion amogglt 3 aps nearly 
2 maggie were 
Dee 
er labored 26 rnd the ite ͤ K 
luamit of confuſion, ;to.thoſe-who-only-furvey, and are not interefied ; 
but a cloſer inſpection, and more mature confideration,- muſt diſcayer 


WW 


| £1; + 3% ee 
which we witneſs, verifies this aſſertion; for he 
works by a plan almoſt totally neu, and brings ſin- 
ners to himſelf by confounding the wile. 

However reluctant I may be, yet my duty com- 
pelt me to vindicate Fruth, by giving you a ſtate- 
ment of the tranſactions at Briſtol, together with 
ſome candid remarks, which I may afterwards offer, 


The Room in Broadmead, and the Chapel in Cui- 
nea-Street, were made over to truſtees, without being 
ſubjected, . like moſt other preaching-houſes in the 
kingdom, to the authority of Conference, Thig 
was a circumſtance that Mr. Weſley often lamented, 
2nd laboured to have remedied during his life-time, 


but in vain. | 
Mr. Moore was appointed to the Briſtol Circuit, 
contrary to his withes, at the preſſing requeſt of moſt 
of that ſociety, who were unwilling to be governed 
by theſe imperious truſtees :!——— Meffrs. Benſon, 
 Rodda and Vaſey were appointed to ſatisfy theſe 
truſtees, whoſe clamorous interference had deſtroycd | 
the tranquillity of the preachers during” the whole 

oo SRI RPO = ng 
Now a great majority of the Briftol Society wiſhed 
to receive the Lord's Supper from the PR 
"3" their 
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hearts of obdurate ſinners, and'bring them to their knees to ſupplicate 
for mercy ?— Who can ſpeak peace to ſouls that are groaning to er- 
ience a pardon ſealed from above ?—Afſuredly;no one but, Cop. 
hen mary are in diſtreſs, many are prayi at once; and if lis be 
confuſion, it is honourable in'its' kind. What numbers' of hardened 
wretches have ſtept in to ridicule and deride, and have fallen on their 
knees, to join the general cry of- be merciful to me a, Sinner 
© The extent of the revival is in like. manner aſtoniſhing ; it bas 
reached almoſt every town and village in the Weſt- Riding of York- 
ire, and has every where been marked by the ſame uncommon pro- 
ceedings. The Conference have recorded in their minutes, that the 
number of members in the Leeds circuit, in July, 1793, amountes to 
2120;—and in July, 1794, 2 ted to 3400 an amazing increaſe 
of 1200 ſouls Land moſt other circuits habe augmented in propo 
tion, viz.—Wakefield' increiſed 2$0—Huddersfield;” 360—Birſtal, 
13—Dewſbury, r 50—Bradford, 220-—Halifax, 397—Kightcy» 80 
Gtlzy, $10--York, 419, Ec. &c. 154 3 
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their. own:preachers, . not at the . ohapels belonging to 
theſe truflees, but at Portland Chapel, whieh Ss | 
totally unconnected with their a. Mr. Moore 
was. ordained by Mr. Weſley to adminiſter 
the Sacrament, and permitted by Conference to aſſiſt 
ia that ordinance at Portland Chapel, as Mr. Ma- 
ther owns in his circular letter: — Vet, in defiance ' 
of Conference, and in contempt of Mr. Weſley's 
ordination, the truſtees of the Room and: Guinea- - 
Street Ehapels expelled Mr. Moore from their pul- 
pits by an Attorney's Letter] /—becauſe he had aſ- 
liſted Dr. Coke, the preceding Sunday, and at the - 
Doctor's requeſt, in the adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
ment at Portland Chapel, where theſe other truſtees - 
| had no buſineſs to interfere! x 
; Nr. Moore being 2 reſpected character for piety, 
Janing, and uſefulneſs, the greater part of the ſo- 
cety eipouſed his cauſe.z...not only becauſe they 
thought him very il} treated, but they clearly ſaw 
that matters were now coming: to a criſis — either 
they muſt renounce all connection with theſe over 
daring truſtees, or ſubject themſelves to their ty⸗ 
ranny, and r up LIS EA TY of CONSCIENCE. 
The appointments- of. Conference they would wil- 
lingly obey, but net dend to the caprice · of truſ- 
tees, who had before given Mr, Weſley ſo much 
neaſineſs. However, no other alternative was left: 
1 hey accordingly. reſalved to extricate themſelves 
from oppreſſmon and. withdrew from their chapels. 
They obtained temporaty accommodations for wor- 
ſhip, and ſet ahout building a new chapel. in lieu of 
ole Jeſt; which is nom in great forwardneſs, and: 
is together wich Portland Chapel, to be ſubjected 
As Mefirs. Benſon, Nodda and Vaſey determined 
to ſapport theſe truſtees, in ppoſition to Mr. Moore, 
wo a great majority of the ſociety, and moſt of the 
N ffi A 3 __ 
* The ſociety.confifted of about 1000 members of whom 
Wanimouſly reſolved to abide by Mr. Moore ani the Conference. 
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cireuit—it was thought proper not to admit them 
into Portland. Chapel Pulpit till the decifion of a 
Diſtrict meeting (Which was immediately called) 


ſhould be known, and moſt other parts of the cir- 


cuit followed their example. The Hiſtrict. meeting 
having fully inveſtigated the affair, approved of the 
conduct of Mr. Moore, and thoſe that ſupported 
him, in every tranſaction. | 
The above-mentioned three preachers have been re- 
peatedly ſolicited to forſake the truſtees and unite 
with their bretbren, which they hitherto have re- 
fuſed. 1 ſhall here quote an extract of a letter from 
Mr. Moore, date 
| Briſtal, 5th November, 194. 
M foul has longed for peace, even to the riſk of 
Fiebing this' moſt loving people. This day three 
weeks, I propaſed to Mr. Benſon, before ſeveral uit- 
meſſes, that he ſhould leavs the ſervice of the truſtees, 
and come over to the ſociety; 'and/declured, thut in 


that caſe Frooultt leave Briſket. This he refuſed te | 
4%. —Mould it then be right to leave upwards of © 
thirteen hundred fouls, among whom*there is not a, 


Jarring firing, to pleaſe a few oppreſſive in en and their 
adherents ? -; let them think, er Jay of me, what 
they pleaſe, TI can only reph with Euther— Here | 
ſtand ;—1 cannot do otherwiſe God help me. 
Amen. is . een 
Thus matters ſtand at preſent; and thus they 
. muſt reſt till the next Conference, when the preachers 
ilk. a ore fully take the matter into confideration. 
"Yb ſee the report of a dien is'a very great un- 
truth, and you cannot but condemn every thing 
tending thereto. © Vou would do welFto be cautious 
in believipg the fooliſh and wicked reports that are 
buzzed imo your ears, to the prejudice of your 
preachers. Neither Mr. Moore, nor any of the 
preachers that fupport him, wiſh t0 alter the plan of 
itinerancy, nor the Methodiſt diſcipline; to both of 

_ hich they are fincerely and cordially attached; yet 


E 1 
et o they ſeek the aggrandizement of themſelves- 
Tote they cannot make any change, if they would)s 
fo long as Conference exiſts, (+ 1k þ 
But methinks | hear ſome of you, aſk— What is 


it, then, that theſe preachers do want? I anſwer - 


They wiſh to grant to the members of their ſocieties 
the privileges, Which they (the members}; believe 
would be moſt beneficial to their ſouls; and this 
ov in particular, — to have the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper adminiſtered to them by their own 
preachers, And why, my brethren, ſhould you 
with to deny them that ſacred privilege—to com- 
memorate the moſt important event that ever hap- 


pened upon our globe; an event that extends its 


happy conſequences to the remoteſt periods of eter- 
ny? Why ſo cruel, as to debar them-from theſe 
dear memorials of their dying Lord ?— Or why fo 
wicked,' as to cauſe them to live in the neglect of ſo 
plainly commanded a duty? N 
But ſome of you ſay -“ I hey may go and receive 
„ the Sacrament at Church.“ I rue : Eut they 
hace the ſame objections againſt going to Church, 
As you have againſt communicating with Diſfenters 
or Roman - Catholics. - A are. at liberty to go 
where you pleaſe, and no one will find fault with 
* : —Why then will nat you allow others the ſame 
iberty ?-—Cannot you agree to diſagree f Mou are 
attached to the Church Well Go thither as often 


as you chuſe; nobody will blame you ;..and do do 


others, in return, as others do to you. Pa, 
But you add This wil make us Diſſenters.“ 


No more ſo than you were before the death of Mr. 


Weſley; for this he provided by ordaining many 
of the preachers, and made them promiſe, on their 
knees, in the name of the Satred Trinity, ( faith- 
© fully to adminiſtar the heſy Sac ramonts. Ho then 
can they be clear ef this: oath, ſhould: they deny 
the ordinances to thoſe that deſire them fl leave 


11 2 U π 9e Perhaps 


— —— — — ——— — —— — 
. 
* 
* 


(TY?) | 
Derhaps you reply— But were it thus granted, 
to thoſe that requeſt it, we fear it would fpread.” 
If God bleſſed it, ſurely it would ;—and if not, the 


Again you add—* But the old plans has been 
<, abundantly bleſſed. — Glory be given to Goo, 
and. not to the plan. | Wen IES. 
Some of you afſert—* That the Methodiſt- 
ers are liable to be too much-exalted, if coun- 
tenanced ſo far as to receive the communion at their 
hands. Undoubtedly they thank you for that ten- 
der concern. But yet many amongſt you entertain 
no ſuch ſuſpicions; and theſe may be ſuppoſed. to 
reaſon with you in the following manner. Do you 
find the preachers eæaited from the offices they now 
diſcharge ? — O you. find the elders exalted, who 
have adminiſtered the Sacrament for ſome. years? 
Exaltation is pride, and pride indicates afſuredly a 
deficiency of grace. Grace, you know, has always 
a tendency. a 2 and. therefore the way to be- 
eome more humble, is to get a larger {i of grace. 
No the uniform eftimonyof thoſe 3 at which 
the Sacrameat_ is edminiſt 
loved preachers, is this,. I hat God owns them by 


'* And what reaſon to ſuppoſe that the nee plan, as tis called, 


Would not be more abundantly bleſſed?—If by the c plan be meant, 
{Communicating at Church, it may not be amiſs to obſerve, that this 
_ has not been uf my the caſe.— Thus, at the London Conference of 
1792, the number of members in the various ſocieties in England, 
Scotland and Ireland, /amounted to 75,342, and at that Conferenca, 
me adminiſtration of the Lord's Supper was frotibited. At the Leeds 
Conference of 1793, the members were found to. have decreaſed to 
75,025; a Circumftatice very uncommon. amongſt the Methodiſts; 
3 aonite Lords” Supper wwas ed. At the late Btiſtol Confe- 
+ rence; 1794, the number a to 83, 368 An aſtoniſhing increaſe 
ef I fouls! Add this ſhews, perhaps, in, ſome degree, that the 
| Lord has alſo ble e new plan, if fo you pleaſe to call it. Beſides, 
ul man flans are imperſect, and therefore muſt be capable of im- 
ö . which; in moſt caſes, can only be known bythe trial: 
y Experience has ſatisfied. many in this circuit, of the propriety 
enjoying the ſacred ordinances from the hands of their own preach- 
ers ; and as the Parent of all Good has evidently manifeſted his ↄppro- 
tis of little conſequence: who may gainſay it. 


e 


red by their on be. 


Dr ef nes met cm. we. ac. 


_ Ne 


621 


that ordinance in ſo ſuperabundant a manner, that 


they cannot but regret the long time they have been 


deprived of it: — hus, - where: the Spirit of the 
Lord is liberally beſtowed, its fruits muſt be found 
to be humility, and not exaltation and hence may 


facts and experience teach you, that the adminiſtration 


of the Sacraments by. your own preachers, far from 
nouriſbing up pride, muſt tend to Aera it. Beſides, 
whoever. conſiders the labours and fatigues of a Me- 
thodiſt-preacher, and the very inſignificant. recom- 
pence: which he receives, (juſt enough to procure a 
bare ſubſiſtence!) muſt readily diſcover how little 
cauſe there can be for you to dread exaltation. Had 
they not more love for the ſouls of mankind, and 
for yours in particular, than, I fear; ſome of you 


kaye for them; aud did they not look forward 


to a future reward, ſure I am, not ov would com- 
mence or continue à preacher amongſt you. Were 
jou more fully acquainted with the mixture of their 


cups, embitteredꝭ as they are by the contempt of the 


world, the buffctings cf Satan, the inclemency of 
ſeaſons, .&&c. &c. you would need nobody to inform 


you, that they have ſufficient to grapple with, with- - 
out diſcouragements from you. Carefully weigh over 


theſe conſiderations, I pray you; and I cannot but 
perſuade myſelt, you will acknowledge your obliga- 
trons to them for undertaking their office, and 1 
1 J heſſalonians, v. 12 and 13.) highly efteem them 
in love for. their work's ſake, They may ſay with 
the Apoſtle (2 Cor. xi. 14 and 15.) Me Jeck not 
your's, 5 %. And, perhaps to 2 feu, with 
ſhame may be add 
Jon, the leſs we are loved. n . 
But Mr, Weſley, you ſay, advis'd the Methodiſts 
not to vſeparate ſrom the Church. anſwer: — 
The grantiag LIE TY oy «Conscifexncs to the 
membersn Metbediſt Society, will-prevent a 
ſeparation. rom the Church d (that is to fay, 


7 total an und it is Well known a pirtiaNone 


ſubſiſted 


d be more abundantly we l 
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ſubfited for years, before Mr. Weſley's dedeaſe) 
and What may be done when and / are com- 
mitted to the ſilent tomb let us leave to God- 
Lou urge again: Did not Mr. Weſley foretel, 
that thoſe who ſeparated from the Church would 
become /fe/efs and dull. Then do Methodiſts de- 
rive their {/2 from the Church? If ſo=-what need of 
Methodiſm at all?) Why was not the Church ſuf- 
ficient without it Methodiim ſeems to me to be 
lke the fertile olive, which has interwoven its 
branches with a neighbouring oak; but how ſimple 
to affirm, that the olive draws its oil from the ad- 
joining tree, and not from the fatneſs of the earth 
- and the dew of heaven: In like manner will Me- 
thodiſm be found to ſtouriſnh, ſo long as tbis 2% 
and-beft of plans is followed, viz. that of converted 
and pious -preachers, calling ſinners to ' repentance, 
and- building up ſaints in the holineſs of faith. 


But let Mr. Weſley ſpeak for himſelf (ſee Arm- 


nien Magazine for 1789, page 46.) 

A kind of ſeparation from the Church has already 
taken place, and will inevitably ſpread, tho" by flow 
degrees; thoſe miniſters, ſo called, who neither live nr 
preach the goſpel, 1 dare not ſay are ſent of Gd, 
Where one of theſe is ſettled, mam of the Mcthodiſis 
dare not attend his. miniſtry ; ſo-if there be no other 
Church in that neighbourhood, they go ts Church nd 


mort. This it the cafe in ſome plates already, and _ 


will be the caſe in mere; and no ong can juſtly blame 


me for this, neither is. it contrary 10 7 A my pro- 


Jes: Jod WESLET. 
Again hear him.—(See Arminian Magazine, for 
1782: page ag oo, I 
l beiher it be lauſul to attend the:mins/lr ation of 
ene whom I know Wen has mever ſotto minjfer; 
ſeaut be eapreſih difelains that call of -Gov, wh! 
pr ne veg all men, is real 4 


gag ian whish- (a -befare,) 
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m tum ſati fuction : neither can I tell how far that 
command of aur Lok p, —“ Beware of falſe Pro- 
« phets, obiges me to refrain from hearing ſueh as 
gut darkneſs for light, and hight for darkneſs. 
I am;ftill in doubt whether quietly attending while 
they de this, be not, in effect, the bidding them God- 
ſperd ehe firengthening their hands in cui und ene 
couraging others ta bear tbem, till they fall inis hell 
togetber. 13 : *o4 . 0 * * 182 . 1 f bs 4 , 

"Theſe are not the only-quotations that might be- 
brougnt on this ſubject; they ſerve, however, to 
ſhew, that Mr. Weſley was never ſc 4/:1dly attached 
to the Church, 2840 riſk the ſalvation of ſouls ; and 
would any time .deviate from his general rule, if he 
ew the leaſt proſpect! of doing mere good. Thus; 
for ſome years, there has been ſervice in Chureh- 
hours in moſt of the large towns in England; partly”. 
from. a with to prevent his people from imbibing the 
erroneous tenets of ſome Diſſenters; and partly from 
the deſire to be inſtrumental in the converfion of 
ſame poor ſinners, that perhaps might ſtumble a- 
mongſt them, who ſeldom, or never, attended the 
Church. Happy motive! As the value of one foul: 

exceeds ten thouſand worlds * | ES 
No man can ſay. more than Mr, Benſon (See his 
letters to Tatham and - Ruſſel, or his Sermon laſt 
* Well would it be, if every Methodiſt in the kingdom poſſeſſed 
the laydable fervour of their primitive preachers; which, bleſſed be 
the Lord, does ſtill adorn many, very many amongſt them. Would 
Jahn Nelſan have denied to pluck brands from the burning, at any parti- 
cular place, from that meaneſt of motives—the gratification of 8E LY, 
and a party What time is there fur indulging pettiſhneſs Ike this; 
when, dreadful to relate, people are every where around us dying in 
Ubtir f May we conſider more fully the value of ſouls; then 
ſhall we ceaſe to be offended with ſuch inſignificant trifles, as the, 
'me, and the place, of calling finners to. repentance, Would to God 
that every tenth houſe in the kingdom was dedicated to his worſhip, 
and every heart his abiding habitation ! — The Apoſtle tells = 
4 bilippians, i. 15—18. «© Sotne 1: Chriſt out of exvy and ſtrife, 
2 and ſome ont of good. MI-notwithſtanding, every way, Chriſt is. 
preached — cherein 1 rejoice, and. therein I will rejeice.“ 


* / 


What and wilt thou rejoice, though it be ſtrangely intended to add. 
Netion 10 thy bands Paul, Paul, thou ſpeakeſt it to our ſhame, 
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Leeds Conference) againſt {to uſe his on expreſſion) 
Cummiſſioning the jervants' of the devil te overſee 
end\feed- the fiuc h Cbriſt; and how aſtoniſhing 
that he ſhouſd, at another time, lead and exhort the 


Plock of Chriſt to feed, and receive the holy ſacra- 


ment from the hands of ſuch ſhepherds —It can 
only be accounted for by attaching fallibility to all 
human: perfection 3. and veriſies the old adage, 
« Humanum eſt errare, Error is common to 
Wy ak; rens d 36 Nr 
But believe me, J urge not thefe things to erimi- 
minate your conduct, who are attached to the 
Church; but to juſtify the equity of the plea of your 
brethren. Nur conſciences (it you make it a point 
of conſcience to attend Church) are, and ought to be, 
held lacred; and the conſciences of your brethren 
ought equally to be reſpected. Lobearand to forbeort 
is a leſſon which we all mu learn in order to be 
happy; and, no doubt, but Providence has ordained 
this neceſſity ſor a trial of our virtue. | 
Laſtly, dear brethren, I would / adviſe you, 
with all tenderneſs, to continue as you have * 
not to meddle/ with politics. our kingdom, 
like your Maſter's, is not of this world. We 
are haſtening to an eternity of happineſs or woe. A 
chriſtian cannot but yield obediencc to the powers 
that are-ordained---to Kings end to Magiſtrates, even 
as to the Lord. His duty, for conſcience” lake, . 


e Epheſians; iv. 2. * With all lowlineſs and meekneſs, with 
« Jong-ſuffering forbearing, (or rather folerating) one another in love 
Again, Coloffians, iii. 13. © Forbearing,, or to/era;ing: one another, 
« and forgiving one another,” &c. The Apoſtle well knew, that 
men would never all be of one mind in every reſpect; and therefore 
recommended this ferbegrance in live, as a-certain preſervative agal 

the ſtrifes and divifons, which he fo toudly complained. of in the 
Corinthian church. See 1 Cor. jii. 4,—Peſides, what a pity that the 
members of a refiious ſociety, ſhould be more intolerant in their prin- 
elples, than the Legiſlators: of a ci community! What reaſon for 


thankfulreſs, that the Laws of our Country allow LINE Ty. G7 


Coxscixxcs ! and what cauſe for, regrer, that this incomparz 


bieffing ould be-unhappily eclipfed by the iiliberality of individuals? 
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. t pray for all in authority, and to be gratefully 
thankful for bleſſings enjoyed; and, above all, for that 


moſt ſacred of all others, LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE | 


the boaſt and birthright of favoured Britons !. 


Again,---As you hope to be benefited by the la- 


bours of your-preachers, make remembrance of them 
lo in your ſecret ſupplications,---ſupport the feeble- 
neſs of their knees by the ſtrength of your prayers. 
To do good, and get good be the end of your ex- 


itence ; ſtrive to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 


bond of peace. Cultivate charity for ALL, even 
r enemies; as an evidence that you are truly 
the ſons of the Mosr HiGn, „ who maketh bis 


ſun to riſe en the evil and on the good, and ſendeth 
rain on the jufl and on the unjuſt. | 


Dear Brethrin and Friend. | 
That you evermore may be preſerved -under the 
wings of the Saviour; live happy in this world in. 
bolineſs and love; and be hereafter admitted to an 
eternity of bliſs, is the ſincere prayer of 


Your affectionate Co-partner in the 7 

Hope of our Common Goſpel, 
NEsIMus. 
Leeds, Dec. /, 1794. 
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| POST SCRIPT. 


; 2M dear Brethren / 


ONCE I wrote the above, I had occaſion to viſit 
a neighbouring village, where there has lately 
been a conſiderable revival of religion; and where 
I have often enjoyed moſt heart- felt pleaſure, in be- 
holding their happy ſimplicity and: godly fincerity : 
But how was I grieved to find their attention now 
directed to- meaner purpoſes ; and their happineſs 
deſtroyed, by the ill-fated aſſiduities of a few violent 
ſpirits. Whoſoever they be, that have harrowed up 
your tranquillity, will aſſuredly bear their condem- 
b | 
For your ſakes, I fay, my dear Friends, I prolong 
my Addreſs, by making ſome Remarks upon the 
pamphlet in circulation,” entitled, Confiderations on a 
| Separation of the Methodiſts from the” eſtabliſbel 
Church.“ I pledge malt to prove, that ſo far from 
containing * the whole goſpel,” as one of our good 
people affirms, that it is no more than a bundle of 
miſrepreſentations and calumnies. I will uſe all poſ- 
 -Gble candour, aud you will hear me in love. 
„The poſition,” ſays Mr. Moore, in- his reply 
to this pamphlet, “ upon which Hure 
is founded, is this, That the Methodiſts have 
« ſeparated From the eflabliſhed Church, and bavr 
e 


< formed themſelves ints an independent church. 

„ *T:his Doping, SHA 29:-30ea! picture of its lamen- q 
e table conſequences, &c. &c. ſhines through thirty- 5 
« fix pages — But that this poſition has no foun- acri 
<« dation in truth, is well known to all unprejudiced — 
perſons in our ſocieties ; or who will enquire into 2 
the fat; therefore, the report of a ſeparation 1 bon. 


e but the lie of the day.” 


Thus 


— Roan _ 
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Thus you have the baſis diſcovered upon which 

the edifice is. raiſed ; and I now haſten to a farther 
inveſtigation. 


Mr, Conſiderator's text ſeems to be, My fon, fear 5 


thu the Lord, and the King; and meddle not with” 
them that are given to change, Prov. xxiv. 21; and 
hence condemns, and that juſtly, all- annece//ary 
changes. Here I remark, that a total ſeparation from 
the Church is unneceſſary at preſent; and therefore 
] candemn it; but a partial ſepatation is neceſſary, * 
and therefore I commend it. Perhaps you ſay, 
Why is it neceſſary? I anſwer, Becauſe the people 
demand it 3 and with their wiſhes, when poſſible, Mr. 
Welley always complied. ed n 
There ate many circumſtanets Mat render changes 
altogether laudable, tho' hooted by the clamors of 
wWorance, and the roarings of bigotry. As the 
mind continues its progreſs in knowledge and im- 
provement, it mul be continually ſubjected to 
change: Saul's converſion was? a change, and ho- 
nourable too. I myſelf have experienced various 
changes; for when 1 tus a child I fpakr as a child. 
A long time I deteſted the doctrine· of Chriſtian per- 
fection; ſo much ſo, that I hated Mr. Pawſon for its 
ſake:—I have heard him preach half of his ſermon 
at the Meeting Houſe, and when he proceeded to an 
exhortation to perfection, I have feized my kat, and 
retired in diſguſt. It has now pleaſed the Saviour to 
inſtru2 me better; I call this a change. — Away, 
then, with ſuch idle nonſenſe about change and inno- 
vation. Beſides, what is it at preſent that they 
AE ood B. 2 . ape 
Not all the members in the Methodiſt connexion, I ſuppoſe, if 
put together, and Mr, Weſley added to them, have publiſhed more 
zen mony againſt the Church than Mr. Benſon himſelf ;—yet, as Mr. 
Crowther temarks, „ he has fought them, till they have converted 
him.” Who does not remember Mr. Mather's violent oppoſition to 


2 Truſtees at Dewſburyg &c: &c.? (See his pamphlet on that occa- 
n.) But, however hard he conteſted, he has the inconſiſtency to 


lay now, in his circular letter, © Our intereſts, and thoſe of the Truſ- 
Ks, alauays appeared to me to be one.” What changes are theſo l 
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deſire to change? ltinerancy ? No.—Claſs-meet- 
ings? No.— Band-meetings? No,— Fellowſhip. 


meetings? No — Prayer-meetings? No.— Loye. 


feaſts? No. — What then? Nothing more, than to 


permit thoſe of the Methodiſt Society, who wiſh for 
it, LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE. Is this new? No; 
I. will prove it immediately, © 2 

He aſſerts, « The Methodiſts, from their firſt 
„ commencement, have maintained communion 
with the Church, Aridi) and conſcientiouſy.“ He 
did well to ſay he was no Methogiſt, 'or. he would 
certainly haye known. better... Hear Mr. Moore: 
Ihe ſociety in London, have had, as a body, no 
« more connection with the Church of England for 
e forty years pait, in the ſenſe for which this writer 
* contends, than with any other body of people. 
„Vet there. is properly no ſeparation, from the 
Church, as every one is at liberty to attend his 
* pariſn church. The church-ſervice is read every | 
«. Lord's-day in ſix chapels in the city, without any 
regard to any other body of people- The Lord's 
\&. ſupper is alſo adminiſtered in them all, and in the 
«chapels in the ſuburbs and circuit. In the two 
principal chapels, clergymen generally officiate, 


and in the others, the preachers, both itinerant . 


„and local.“ 


In the year 1784, Mr. Weſley, at ie requeſt oi 


eleven thouſand people in America, and all the 
preachers, travelling and local, ordained Dr. Coke, 
a: ſuperintendant, and Meſſ. Whateoat. and Vaſe), 
elders, for the purpoſe of letting them have. the ordi- 
names adminiſtered amongſt them. Mr. Welle 
publiſhed his reaſons for ſo doing, in the year 1785 


fiſt in the Minutes of the Conferenee, then in the 


Arminian Magazine for that year ( page 6d 2). In the 


' fame year, 1785, Mr. Weſley, at the requeſt of the 
good people of Scotland, and with the approbation 


- of Meff.” Hopper, Mather, and Thompſon, and the 
Pawſon,. 


reſt of the. ſenior brethren, ordained Meſſ. Hanb), 


— „ ww Had 
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Pawſon, and Joſeph Taylor, for the purpoſe of ad- 
miniſtring the ordinances in Scotland. Mr. Weſley 
publiſhed his reaſons for doing this in the Minutes of 
the Conference for the year 1786, and allo in the 
Arminian Magazine for that year ( page 675). 
In the ſame year, 1786, Mr. Weſley, with the con- 
ſent of his brother Charles, and all the Conference, 
litened to the petitions of many ſocieties in England, - 
and granted them.preaching.inchurch-hours, name- 
1y; half after ten, half after two, and at fix o'clock in 
the evening ; his reaſons for this you have in the Ar- 
minian Magazine, (page 678) for the year 1786. 
Things eontinued going on in this way till the year 
1789, when he ordained a certain number of men for 
the purpoſe of adminiſtering the Lord's ſupper to his 
ſoeieties in England, as appears by his Life (written 
by Dr. Coke and Mr. Moore, page 500). Alſo in 
the jear 1790, and but a little time before his death, 
he ordained one more for England, (Mr. Weſley's 
Life, page 50 1.) In the year 1791, after Mr. Weſ- 
ky's death the Conferende met in Mancheſter, and 
agreed.to follow © the plan ſtrictly which Mr. Wel- 
iy left them at his death, that is, to make no act 
uniformity reſpecting the hours of worſhip, but 
to follow the openings of Providence and the good of 
the people. : 1 D. dub PE „ | 
In the year 1793, there were ſo many petitions for 
the Lorg's ſupper, that the Conference agreed it ſhou d 
de in every ſociety where the people were unanimous z 
aletter on the ocaſion wasaddrefſed to all the ſocieties, 
Publiſhed in the Leeds Mercury, alſo in the Minutes 
* * Conference, and in the Arminian Magazine, 
or he year 1794, (Page 4 4%. 
At the Briſto 8 the preſent year, 1794, 
the ſacrament was granted to ninety-five places in 
England, and fix other places left to the direction of 
the Aſſiſtant ; all theſe places are particularly men- 
toned in the Minutes of te Conference, together 
Vith an Addreſs to all the ſocieties in England, in 
„ B 3 N which 
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which are theſe words, « The, preachers will not 
perform the office of baptiſm, except for the deſira- 
«ble ends of love and concord; though baptiſm, as 
Swell as the burial of thedead, was performed by many 
| of the preachers, long before the death of Mr. 
| _ «< Weſley, and with his cenſent.” _ | 
| From theſe matters of fact, the following inferences . 
| | muſt ſtrike every attentive reader, in direct oppoſi- 
it tion to what this gentleman ſa roundly aſſerts: 
Firſt, The Methodiſts never were uniform in their 
- hours of worſhip, but always varied to ſuit the con- 
veniences and good of the people. 
_ - Secondly, All the Methodiſts' never did go to the 
eſtabliſned church to receive. the Lord's ſupper ; 
there have been exempt caſes from the beginning. 
« Den is impoſſible to bring all the Methodifs 
to an exact uniformity in their hours · of worſhip, o 
the eſtabliſhed Church, in order to receive the Lord's 
ſupper ; aud theſe; ſurely, are ſuſfieĩent to prove my 


| ; - afſertion:. © : Ins 291 4 
PpPͤybe nent quotastion I ſhan make, is, < The eſtab· 
| ned Church ho comparatively careſſes you- 
; s invites you to its ſacraments, ant: is ready alwoſt 
19 ta fold you in its boſom. . On this I ſhall mate 
no comment. The conduct of ſome of the clergy | 
toward you, during the late revival, is quite ful. 
nnn l 
Mr. Conſiderator adds, . Hitherto — « 
ing has been attended by perſons of all perſua ons, x 
'*-becauſe you were the friends of u, and the anta- „ 
4 goniſts of nene — you renoumneed every thought of 5 
e making preſeiytes, and ſought only to make ch.. * 
6 tians.' Mr., Moore anſwers, & And we arefti 
4 what this writer ſays we once were the friends d 
„ all—the antago! 155 nene“ I may add: Mr. 
Hradburn declares,- in his circular letter, di nt 
: *E iſh the Lord's ſupper ever to be a term of commi- 
* mon with us.” I wiſh all to ge to Church wht art 
they minded,” By ſo doing, Methodiſm will 
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nue to reſt on the ſame broad baſis to admit any | 
into the ſociety; as their rules expreſs, who deſire 
to flee from the wrath ta come. If he be a Diffenter, . 
let him communicate with Diſſenters—if he be a 
Churchman, let him receive the ſacrament, if he 
pleaſes, at the Church ; and at the ſame time grant 14 
liberty for thoſe Methodiſts that chuſe, to have the ö 
ordinances adminiſtered by their on preachers.— - 
This is the ſum and ſubſtance of the matter that 
cauſes the conten tion. 8 
The next thing | ſhall obſerve is this: “ Will not 
the children of Methodiſts thengrow up Methodiſts, 
tag the children of hreſpbyterians now grow up Preſby- - 
Gterians ?”* Again, “ Will not thoſe who are 
«baptiſed amongſt the Methodiſts, be fairly eſteemed 
component parts of he body! -In anſwer to 
' * 


, am » - * 


this, Mr. Moore feplies, It is commonly allowed, 
4 that the members of the Methodiſt ſociety in Lon- 
dot ate in general the moſt. deeply experienced 
Wehriſtians;z: and though all ordinances have been 
« adminiſtered in their on chapels for upwards of 
* forty years, yet the children of the members of 
the London ſociety, grow up Methodiſts no more 
«than thoſe in Londonderty.: When they deſire to flee - 
from the wrath to come; and evidence this defire 
by a real change of life, they are received into the | 
ſociety, and not before.” —T hus this objection 4 
„ „ 
Again he rejoins, But you are thoroughly con- 
 vinced, ite ſems, that a few miniflers and mem- 
© bers excepted, the Church of England, to tobich you - 
© have been united, has loſt the life and power of re- 
* {1gion,..and therefore, you have thought it your duty 
te form yourſelves into an independent ſet,” A. 
© ſweeping © cenſure” this indeed Mr. Moore 
affirma, that © theſe words are quoted from an Ame- 
- © rican Conference at Baltimore in 1784 that they 
concern America only, and never have been, nor 
Sever. were propoſed. to be adopted in theſe king - , 
| | | 2 4 | 


— — 
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& doms. _ Theſe words are given with quotations as: 
© if they were ours,..though.the Conference in Eng- 


land declared, two years after, © that what they to 
in America, or what their Minutes ſay on this (ub. 


« ject, is nothing, to us.” What can be ſaid to 


_ < this compound of art and Hander; but, God be 
&« merciful ta the Fabricator “ | 


I rejoice with you, that there are miniſters of the 
eſtabliſhed' Church in the pariſh, of Leeds, whoſe 
doctrines, lives and converſations, adorn the goſpel : 
J join you in -wiſhing them , abundant. ſucceſs; 


and all poſſible bleſſedneſs in their various labouts: 
may their number be ſpeedi 
Moreover, we cannot but be bank 
Diſſenting miniſters among us of the ſame pleaſing 
deſeription; and we ar ray for the7univerlal 
_ proſperity of the Church of Chalk! ..Itmyſt allobe 
| owned, that. your. partaking .(as,many as ;chuſe), o 
the bleſſed ſacrament» from the hands of your on 
preachers, cannot prevent the further uſefulneſs. of 
theſe labourers in the vineyard of their Lord. 


Nothing material now occurs till he comes to the 


tares of the field.» And. here 1-muſt beg your indul- 
. gence : In proportion as the conſtruction, ,which he 
puts upon this paſſage, is dangerous,“ it demands 
more particular care to refute it. The tare f 
„ the field,” ſays he, © cannot mean the children of 
the wicked one in the world at n they 

« were there before the goſpel feed} was ſown, 
„ and they could not have cauſed any wonder o 

& the ſervants. Of courſe they muſt denote the 


How often did Mr. Weſley declare, that the Methodiſt diſciplire, 
but eſpecially claſs-meetings, were the very ſinews of Methodiſm. If 
ever the Methodiſt body ſhould become deſtitute of ſpiritual ftrength, 
it muſt, firſt, like Sampſon, be deprived of its hair—viz. its diſcipline 
claſs, band, and prayer - meetings, itinerancy and love — 
Theft are the pillars of that good Old Plan, which God has bleſſed ſo 
. abundantly : And what connection have theſe means of grace with 
" the Church? I dwellrather long upon the parable of the tares; be. 
"cauſe the conſtruction, which this Writer puts upon it, is an 
* blow at the very roots of Mothodiſm, 


[ increaſed | 
ul that there are 


ata tid 5 @©'s:. .: 
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«Children of the Wicked One within the wvifible 
ﬆ. church ; for of theſe.alone it could be ſaid, that 
hen the blade was ſprung up; then appeared the 
4 tares. Nor let it be ſaid, that the tares here mean 
«thoſe only, Who have the form of religion, but are 
4 deſtitute of its power. Our Lord's words will 
admit of no ſuch limitation: He ſays expreſly, 
«. The tares are the children of the Wicked One; 
« that is, ſinners generally, irreligious and profane 
4 perſons of every character and ſpecies, and pro- 
« nounces the irreverſible decree of Providence, 
Let both grow together, &c.— That is, Let the 


« children of the Kingdom and the children of tbe 


«Wicked One, continue mingled in the viſible church, 
until the end of the. word. 

; - Mr. Moore replies To the forced unſerip- 
Kral comment, which this gentleman gives us 
upon the; parable of the tares and the wheat, I 
shall oppoſe that of Mr Wesley, Matt. 13. 24. 
«. After informing. us that the original expreſſion 
( gau) properly means Darnel, „which is very 
like wheat, whereas fares bear no reſemblance 
-therero ;”---be ſays Darn in the Church is 
properly outſide Chriſtians, ſuch as have the orm 
of png without the power. Open finners, 

* ſuch as have neither the form nor the power, are 
*-not ſo properly darnel, as thiſtles and brambles. 
I heſe ougbt to be rooted up without delay, and not 
* ſuffered to remain in the Chriſtian Community. 
W hereas, ſhould fallible men attempt to gather up 
the darnel, they would often root up the Wheat 
with them. , (See Mr. Weſley's comments on the 
New Teſtament.) —L ill add to this Monſieur 


Diodati's obſervations on the 29th verſe—( Cla ne : 


doit tire entendu de chaque particulier michant, .car, 
Pluſieurs mec hans peuvent & doi vent ttreretranchees) 
| =» That is, This ought not to be underſtood, to mean 
the. wicked of every deſcription, for many of them 
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may, and ought to be cut off, i. e. from Church 


fellowſhip, &c,* 


mine at large in your bibles, and obſerve carefu |y 
their meaning. Matt. xvii. 17. And if he will not 


hear the church, let him be unto thee as @ heathen na 
and a pullican.—Pſalm ci. 7. He that-worketh de. 


ceit ſhall not dwell within my houſe.— H Cor. v. 9, 10, 
11, 13, 13. Hany man that it called a: brother (x 
member of your. ſociety.) be. a fornicator, or cove- 
tous, an idolater, a railer, .a drunkard, or an extor- 
toner, go not with ſuch an one, no not to cat. There. 
fore pur Away from among yourſelves that wicked 


| Inco/tuous perſon, who I told you in the 2d vert 
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Though I fully a of Mr. Weſley's and M. Piodati's com- 
ments, in the light which they view the parable of the tares; yet. 
muſt own, that neither they, nor any other commentator which I have 
vet met with, © have explained it fully to my ſatisfaction. Our Con- 


# 


Ader aror juſtly remarks, that by the teres, could not be intended the 


wicked of this world; becauſe great numbers of that deſcription had 
always exiſted. ' We find; they were only. ſown. after, the wheat, and 


grew up together. They appear rather to me to be the Artichrifiiar 


teachers, of which the Apoſtles ſo often complained. Some denied 
future reſurrection; others, that. Jeſus had come in the fleih; othas 


Hir Divinity ; and others wanted to, blend the Jewiſh rites with Chris- 


tianity-: all of hm, I am induced to ſuppoſe} were prefigured by tac 
tares of abe fie/d. : But amongſt all, the. various ſes of this day, wio 
is it that ſhould dare to roor out the tares? In- every Communion, we 
truſt dur Lord has ſome wheat; tho“ we cannot own their doQrings 
conſonant to the Goſpel. —Qur Saviour foreſeeing that ' Antichrifts 
would ariſe, warned bis ſervants by this. parable, not to meditate their 


deſtruction; but to-ſuffer them to abide in the field of the world, tho 


not in Church fellowſhip. Thus explained, jt muſt be found imme- 


diately to refer to thoſe blood-thirſty- cruſaders, whb thought to tence 
God ſervice, by. extitpating the Turkiſh tares from the Holy Lan; 


| alſo ta the promoters and, exequtors of the hotrid maſſacres of ut. 
S e i Ferne ” Ireland, with eng, too many 
other ſhocking inſtances of the ſame dark complexion, which biſtoty 


afford. Happy would it have been for mankind, had  Chiiftiats / 


from this parable the ſpirit of toleration. When Ibn is. 


formed his Maſter, that they had ſeen one caſting out devils in bis 
name, and they forbade him, becauſe he. followed not with them; 


reply of our Lord amounted to a gentle reproof, ſaying, . Forbi6 


$ them not,“ c. Kc. Mark ix. 38, 39, 49: Luke ix. 49, 50. 


In addition to the above comments, 1 ſhall quote 
a few ſcriptures ; which, you will do well to ex. 


Te 
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-6uoht tobe taken away.—2 Cor. vi. 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18. What fellowſhip hath righteouſneſs with un- 
righteouſneſs? What communion hath light with 
darkneſs ? Chrift with -Belial? a believer. with an 
infidel ? The temple of God (which temple are ye) 
with idols ® Wherefore come or from. among 
them, and be ye SEPARATE from'them, ſaith the Lora, 
and touch not the unclean thing, and I will receive 
7.2 Theſſ. iii. G. Now we command you, brethren, 
in the name of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that ye WI TH- 
DRAW yourſelves from every. brother that walketh 
diſorderly.—1 Tim. vi. 5. From ſuch WITHDRAW 
thyſeif,—2 Tim. iii. 5. From fuch TURN AWAY.— 
Titus iii- 10. A man that is an heretic, after the firſt 
and ſecond admonition, REJECT. OO 
All the above ſcriptures, together with the com- 
ments of Meſſrs. Weſley and Diodati, manifeſti7 
prove, that diſcipline in a church is indiſpenſibly re- 
quiſite, and point: blank contradict this writer's aſſer- 
tions, that ĩrreligious and profane perſons, of every de- 
ſeription, ſhould continue mingled in the viſible 
Church! *Tis a bad omen, when that is the caſe. 
Mr. Conſiderator next proceeds to ſtrengthen his 
argument by our Saviour's meſſage to the Church of 
Dardis, Rev. iii. alledging that he did not command 
the few in Sardis to ſeparate from the reſt. Here 
ve muſt obſerve, that he does mot cenſure them 
8 tares, but as drooping or withering wheat ;—he 
calls upon them to ſtrengthen the things that are 
ready to die, and waits, that his long-ſuffering and 
reproof - may lead them to repentance. But the 
meſſage to Pergamos, in the foregoing chapter, 
breathes a different language“ I have a few things 
* againſt thee, becauſe thou 5h there them that 
< hold the doctrine of Balaam, &c, and thou haft 
* alſo them that hold the doQrine of the Nicolai- 
« tanes, which thing {+ wow) not which doctrins, 
| but which circumſtance of having them among you 
pal hate. To the Church of Thyatira he ſpeaks to 


the 


1 
"the ſame. purpoſe. --5 1 have a few. things, 28a 
L thee, becauſe thou /ufere/t that woman Jezebel,” 
Kc. Kc. All which tend to ſhew---Thet:the ire. 
- Iigious and profane were not permitted in the firſt 
- eentury;-to abide in the church: And the Chriſtian 
| Writers.of the ad and 3d centuries, uniformly teſiify 
the ſtrictneſs of their diſcipline: For the {pace of 
two years they were commonly ſtiled - Catechumen;, 
or learners, on trial; then they were baptized, and 
only chen admitted to macken hey con- 
ſtantly ſuſpended or expelled the various deſcriptions 
of offenders; and tho, in ſoms caſes, they perhaps 
might carry Matters too far, yet it evidently demon. 
ſtrates, that cheir early traditions enjoined much 
Zr ot et tat: 
It is impoſſible. ta conſtrue the, patables in the 
manner he has done, without ſqueezing out a men. 
ing in direct oppoſition to mam other plain texts of 
ſcripture... A Church of Chriſt, Whether national or 
tolerated, ought to be purified. by Aliſcipline. 
Indeed this Writer is driven, by the force of ſome. 
ſeriptures, to undo all he hadi ſaid befgre on the ſub- 
Jec, by 9 f No. 2, Where he ſays, * 4 kind of 
ſeparation may be un indiſpenſil duty. This is all 
that 57 ever been, and is no contended for. 
<& he. Met had iſt preachers. are motto adminifer 
efron mes but only to preach.” Why hen did 
Mr. Weltey ordain preachers for that purpoſe? | 
Ten are to exbort all who have nit been bred 
2 recei ue ſacrament at church,” Wb 
muſt thoſe do, then, who have been bred up Di- 
ſenters ? iar 2 P l 
Co then, thoſe nuho du not join with yon in Al L the 
means of grace, love their brethren comparativey 
rr E, ande conrſe will be comparatively LITTLE 
elleemed by.their brethren,” —Q man, where is thy 


— 


y ! "p49 anten LINE 11.1 | ol 
* e preachers, or people, that cn 
& fligmatize” their brethren, muſt be fo * 


* » © 


0 SY. 

I brotlierly love, as ſcarce to be worth © continuing 
among ie but l truſt there is, and ever will remain, 
ſo much of hat charity which is kind, and think- 
eb no evil, as to exclude every ſuch unchriſtian 
ſion. © ft | is Es 
Our writer next comes to the “ truſtee-huſineſs, 

and I muſt follow him to notice that alfo.* Bur 
as Mr. Weſley has ſpoken for me, (See © The CASE 
f the BIRSTLAL-HO USE, Arminian Magazine 
1788) Lal introduce his own words.“ I in- 
« fiſt upon this paint, and let every thing elſe go: 
No Methodiſt truſtees, if I can help it, thall; after 
« my death, any more than while I live, have the 
« power of placing and diſplacing the preachers. 
« Becauſe, e 1 Ee) Fg 4 
« 1it, Itinerant preaching is no more. When 
a the truſtees; in any place, have found and fixt 
« a preacher they like, the rotation of preachers is 
« at an end: at leaſi till they are tired of their ſa - 
©« yourite 1s Wicks and ſo turn him out. 
. © 2d, While he ſtays, is not the bridle in his 
„ mouth? How dares he ſpeak the full and the 
« whole truth, ſince, whenever he diſpleaſes the 
« truſtees, he is liable to loſe his bread? How 
„ much leſs, will he dare to put a truſtee, tho' 
© ever ſo ungodly, out of the ſociety ?“ &c. Ke. 

Again, ſpeaking of the deed of the Birſtal preach- 
ing-houſe, which pe had unwillingly figned at Daw - 
Green, giving thy be: the power + of MN 
BLOT b WOES an 


Wen Imention Tyyfes, I do not mean to co any unf wour- 
—— part of that moſt refortiable body of 
men; but only on a gertain ſelect farty, whole united exertions are 
evidently directed to bring into ſubjection both preachers and people. 
Many of the truſtegs are eminent for piety, uſefulneſs and liberality 
ol ſentiment, and ver juſtly eſteemed ornaments to the connection t— 
they have freely riſkedithejr property in ſupport of the cauſe; and have 
= their truſt with fidelity and honor. 1 7 , 
Truſtees ought to efteemithemfelves ts for the people, and 
not P. incipals,, Mr. Weſley made — the Lowen Pheach- 
ng-houſes th:oughout the wole kingdom, and the Societies are at 


this 


. 


( => ) | 

and diſplacing the preachers, ' he ſays, 4 Theſe 
* things were mentioned at the enſuing Conference: 
and it was aſked, What can be done? The an- 
« {wer was, If the truſtees ſtill refuſe to ſettle it 
<« on the Methodiſt plan: if they till inſiſt, that 
they will have the right of placing, and diſplacing 
s the preachers at their pleaſure ; then, | 
% Firſt, Let a plain ſtate of the caſe be drawn up. 
Second, Let a collection be made throughout 
c England, in order to purchaſe ground, and build 

another as near the preſent as may be.” 
You will remember, my Brethren, I told you 
before, the Briſtol truſtees were poſſeſſed of this 
1 3 3 Best unlimited 


his time obliged to apply to the deciſion of Chancery to obtain their 
Equitable rights, which the truſtees have wreſted from them. 
T be two before-mentioned, Preaching-houſes in Briſtol, called the 
Room in Broad-mead and the Guinza-ftreet Chapel, were'committed to 
rruftees, in truft for whom ? if not for the people. One of them was 
Mr. Weſley's cyyn property, and the other was built by the ſubſcriptions 
of the people. In caſes, the truſtees have ſacrificed the wills of 
& great majority*of the ſocjeties, to their own petulant humour, 
The truſtess in London and Briſtol have, for years, been oppoſing 
the preachers :—At the laſt Leeds Conference they applied to the 
Leeds truſtees, to engage them to interfere with the Conference; but 
they very juſtly conſidered, that this'bufineſs was no part of their trift. 

Some take part with the truſtees, becauſe ſo able a perſon as Mr. 
Benſon has enliſted into their ſervice ; not conſidering that there is 3 
much reaſon to withſtand Mr. Benſon, in things that are wrong, 4s 

chere could be in Paul's oppoſition to Peter. 

Had Mr. Benſon attended tothe wiſhes of the very great majority of 
the ſociety at Briſtol, as was properly hig /byfineſs, there is every- 
reaſon do believe, that the clamors of the truſtees would have been 
filenced at once. How different hi conduct from Mr. Weſley's, on a 

fimilar occafion with the truſtees at Birſtal, Dewſbury, &c. 

The combination of truſtees in various parts of tbe kingdom, ought 
ſeriouſly to alarm both preachers and people, and put them on their 
N and for thoſe very redſer which Mr. Weſley urges at length in 
the Cas of the BrgsTAL-Hovuss : Their intentions are evidently 
to make both preachers and people ſubmit to their caprice, and 

thereby overthrow_the independence of Conference. Some of them 
we long wiſhed, for the 78 go of Archimedes, on which they 
might reſt their lever, to remove the Methodift Preaching - houſes 
| their preſent foundations: and as Meſſrs. Benſon and Mather 

—— lent them their backs, they are determined at all events do 
* Ah, Corydon, Corydon, quæ te dementia cepit ? 
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unlimited power, and they have exerted it by 4. 
oil 


placing Mr. Moore, though againſt the minds 


very great majority of the ſociety :— Who then can 


blame Mr. Moore, or the Diſtrict Committee? They 
have but followed Mr. Wefley's directions. 

But again it is urged, What contuſion this cauſes ! 
In anſwer to this, I ſay, hear Mr. Weſley :;— 
lt ig ſaid, you occaſion endleſs ſtrife, animoſity, 
conſuſion, and deſtroy the work of God, No; 
« not I. It. is theſe truſtees that occafion all the 
ſtrife, animoſity and confuſion, by iuſiſting upon 2” 
& right- to piac and difplace preachers. It is they 
© that hinder, yea, deſtroy the work of God. And 
te charge them with the blood of all thoſe fouls that 
are deſtroyed by this cantention. It is they that 
4 do the wrong, that wil place and diſplace the 
preachers, WhO bawl and pour out bitter words. 
gut let them take ears. for God heareth: And he 
will ariſe and maintain his own cauſe. * IH) 
| „ 4: TORN WESLEY. 
London, Jan. 12, 1788.“ Ut: Ht 


Thus much for Truſtees +I doubt not; as Mr. 
Mather expreſſes, but that both preachers and peo-- 
ple 4 will lool, before they leap :** they muſt be con- 
vineed of the” abſolute neceſſity to guard the in- 
dependence of: Conference; for, as Mr. Weſley 
Olerves, if [Truſtees have the power of placing and 
aplacing thepreachers, itineraney will be deſtroyed, 
and the very pillars of Methodiſm- demolifhed for 
erer. And from ſuch eonſequences, may the God 
o heaven deliver us | dds: , TR 


- The abi 25th; aal 58th pager of be - 
bieated by fophiſtry; and'clouded? - 


ations,are really ſo | 
by error; that{ Jearce know what part to lay hold of, 
moſt reprehenfible.. | 72 FR | 


* lam aſſuted (i 4 


he) that after all that has hap- 


, Pened, tey (che. vuſtees) would glad} guarantee | 
to you the giti of the Conference, if you wodld 
ee Cz « guarantee” 


! 


(' a8. ) 

© guarantee to them, ad unddultenated Mythadiſn,” 
lf by old unadulterated Methodajan,, he, ot they, 
mean repentance iewards Gad, juſtification hy faith, 
ſandtification . through tbe Spurit-—itineraicy,, claſs, 
bind, and prayer- meetings, with-lavesfeaſts,. &c. the 
anſwer is ready—thele have neuer get been renounced, 
No ;—he replies, we mean receiving the ſacra- 
ment at Church. — I his I have before fully proved, 
is not, nor ever was, the etiterion of -a Methodiſt. 
- . .» J urging ana from the preachers, he thus ad- 
dreſſes the people. — 4 What, my friends, are the 

< preachers to you, if they no longer abide in ihe 

« ſame calling wherein they were called? What 

& even. the Conference, if it c 4 its firfh faith.” 
This curſed infinuation cometh from, beneath, 


and is artfully contrived to propagate a lie, and in- 
duce the people to believe, that: Mr. Moore and tis 
brethren have relinquifhed, or are lilelꝝ to relinquiſn 
the truths of the goſpel; becauſe they adminiſter. the 
facraments to the people that aſk for it, and to whom 


Conference has granted t. 
I affirm, and let them deny it that can, Mr. 
Moore now abides in the calling, to which he wWas 
called of Gop. Tepee is N ere to 
preach. the el, of , e be, and be and, 8 
feripturally 155 2 Mt. 
Benſon has many, many times declared, that no un- 
converted perſon was ever yet called to pteach. How 
then are they qualified. to adminiſter the ſacraments 
in preſerencè to one whom God has affured!y called? 
It inſults, common, ſenſe, and Chriſtianityitſell. 
« Hitherto (ſays he) the eſtabliſhed Church 
e has been; a ſort of harhout to Methodiſm, where 
& its little bark has rode ſecure. from thoſe varying 
« winds of doctrine, hy which Diſſenting ſects ate 
are often, and ſo miſerably agitated... The liturgy 
« the articles, and the homilies have been lite 10 
&« many, immovable. rocks, under bee melter no 
« blaſt could affect you. But w. 20 5% leave this 
Ne Q * 4 . 8 &« harbour 


Ca) 

harbour, by what chart will you preſerve your- 
« ſelves from - wandering, or to What ſtandard ' will 
« you appeal? &c. &c. tt EEE 

Vahapp Scotland! Thou affordeſt no harbours * 
where t methodiſtic barks can ride in ſafety ! —_ 
Noliturgy ! Nothirty-nine articles! No homilies! 
No immovable rocks! And thou unfortunate 
America: in many parts even worſe than thy ill- 
fated ſiſter! Say, How is it that ye preſerve your 
Methodiſts from wandering? And to what fixed 
ſtandard can you make an appeal ?- But let us 
quit the flourith, and ſimply defcend to matter of fact. 
The buſineſs of the Truſtees, beſides the ſecular 
concerns, as expreſſed in the title-deeds of all the 
chapels under Conference, is this, Lo take care 
« that the doctrines preached in their chapels, be 
© confonant to- Mr. Wefley's Notes on the New Tef- © 
® tament, and his four volumes of Sermons.” _ 
Theſe are the ſtandards to which all muſt appeal; 
and not the articles &c. of the eſtabliſned Church: 
They are “ charts“ that will, and muſh if Truſtees do 
teir duty, * prevent the Methodiſts from 


© wandering; and preſerve them pure and'uaſul- 
lied in every part of the globe. | 


When I firſt took up Mr, Confiderator's book, 
and found him-avowing himſelf “ nat a member of the 
Muhodift' ſoctety, he appeared to me as a kind of 
meddler in other peaple's concerns However, in 
tle 24th-and 35th pages, he has diſcovered luis rea- 
ſons ſo far as to leave little doubt reſpecting his mo- 
tives; which ſeem to bg merely of a political aature. 
Lean aſſure him, ah an individual, and in the 
name of my brethren who plead for the liberty of 
the goſpel, that Whatever be may be, wwe are hot 
influenced in our conduct by 5 conſiders | 
ation,” We give honour to the King, and yield 
obedience to e from a far more 2 1 
49 . no religious eſtabliſhment + 

al ſets are on the ſame equal footing. 


6 © ) ; 

erful Intentive; vis. from the conſciouſneſs of ir 
being a duty <njoined to Chriftians; by the Governo, 
of the - Univerſe, Had our author duly eonſidered 
the tenets of Methodiſts, which have been ſo uten and 

fully manifeſted to the world? or had he only peruſed 
the lately-publiſhed ſermons of Meſſrs. Mebre and 
Pradbufn, on the ſubject, he might have ſpared 
himſelf the trouble of publiſhing his Mc ions Conſi- 
demie het sf e eee or gi gia 
I now bid Mr. Cenfidryator—farewel—for the 
preſent. I would counſel him, as a friend, to be- 
come a member of the Methodiſt ſociety; he may 

then adviſe with more confidence; and be better 
able to judge of the propriety of his arguments, 
When bleſſed experience ſhull have convinced hi 
as it has dont me, of the irivaluable advantages thet 
diſtinguiſh Their. miniſtry; he will be qualified to 
tay, if any « Conſiderations,” d . plauſi- 
ble than his own, would divert him from that tobich 
nales Most for bis prasee 
OTH « &# $97! 7) 11771 £ Ne 1871 21 N U 
A printed Addreſs to the preachers in connection, 
from Meſſ. Benſon and Co, dated Brio, Nov. 
1794, has juſt fallen into my hands, which, no 
doubt, © Mr. Bradburn will propertly notict. One 


art of ir, however, I cannot pals ober in ſilence — 


"= 
o 


7 
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(a) 
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a tention. 


I shall now eden fe. animadverſions upon the- 


uotation. f 


fluence: of Mr Benſon, Ordination was firſt intro- 


Mr. Fleteher to write to Mr. Weſley; to get him to 
ordain preachers, and introduce: the ordinances: 
Mr. Fletcher did fo and ſoon after, Mr. Weſley 
ordained ſome of the preachers, and authorized them 
to baptize and adminiſter the Lord's ſupper... 

Second, If Mr. Weſley had a right to ordain 
miniſters. for the putpoſe of adminiſtration; ſurely 
the members 8 ſocieties have a mga to 1 
itat their hands. E Att. | 

Third, As theſe: rIGnTs: of the peoplecia —— 
henably guaranteed to them by the laws, human and 
divine; judge ye, then, who are moſt to be blamed; 
che PEOPLE, Who wiſh peaceably to enjoy theſe 
privileges Or Mxz$5Rs,: BENSON AnD.'Co. who 
would — them of their rights, 4b cr TIN 
to relinquiſh them? 

. Fourth, The happy partikers of the Bere oxdi- 
tance of the Lord's ſupper, from the hands of their 
own preachers, embrace it as a privilege of the goſ- 

pel extended to ALL the faithful followers. of their 
hing Lord; whilft others (not they) make it © 4 
bite "of coitention, dy growlitgat their enjoyment. 
Fifth, Could Meſſrs. Benſon and Co. dare to 


contradict the evidence df three of theſe communi- | 


caits ih/any tivi matter How then have the pre- 
ſuwption to diſcredit. the teſtimonies of more thaj 


three hundred times that number in a piritual concern, 


w clearly manifeſted as the light of the fun? 
Much has been fad dy eſs. Benfon, Mather, 
and Co. reffieting the 4 call of the hundred.“ As 
many of you, m dear friends, are perhaps ignorant 
of its 3 ” will endeayour to explain It, 
I 


Firſt, It is very edel that through- the in- 
duced into the connection: He earneſtly-intreated | 


% 
\ 
4 

» 


feed; many oſ the: other preachers; became exceed. 


=” fear, that after my deceaſe, you would rxcluge thin 


(mn ) 
1 before iriformed you, een the preath- 
ing-houſes i in the kingdom, are ſubjected to Conjer- 


ence, or made over to / Trufſees on the ente- 
plan : the ſignification of which is, that the Truſtees 


are abligad to receive whatever preachers the Conjer- 
ence ſhall appoint; and that they have not the — 


= placing ordijplacimg them at their plenſure. 
to fix a legal me — 
I terms. Conference ; otherwiſe, at Mr. = 


deceaſe, the Conference would have had ＋ ga 
exiſtence : And in order to prevent this, Mr. Wel. 
ley, by a deed enrolled in Chancery, appointed ono 
hundred of the preachers; to conſtitute à Conference 
in the eye of the law. Upon the enrolment of this 


ingly diffatisfied- to find themſelves excluded by the 
letier of it, trom all interference id Conference-buli- 
nefs, and ſubjected to the wills of theſe hundred new 


maſters And ſome complained of it to the Rev. 


Mr. . from a — wed is he 

ference, dated Cheſter, April 5, 3785; printed in 

Minutes of 179 1 | fo 8 41 9 1354424 

* A dear gere Wannen 
. Some of our: travelling e have 22 1 


either from preaching i in. cennecbion with: you, ar from 
fem * privileges which. they. now, — I know 
way it 5 * Juch incervanieny than u 
#beſe my 4.9 Words With you... +1 14... 

7 75 eech you, by Abe mer bie Gad that. you 
* avail RES of the deed. of declaration t 
Mme any ſuperierity over your brethren; but {tt al 
things go on amang/t_ thoſe. itinerants, ho, chuſe u 
remain together, exatHly in the ſame, manner as whit 
I with yu fo far as circumſtances. will permit. 

Is particular, I. beſerch you, Jam. ever 
me, and if you naw love God and you * to 


en e g 


I 


Sees 


% 
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2hings with a ſingle eve, as 4 have dene from the bu. 

ginning. Go omthus, doing all things without pre- 

judice and un. ande tuil be with you, ever 

e Sn JOHN WESLEY”: 
[mmediately after this letter the following Refo- 

bation is. inſerted. in the Manaheſter Minutes, July, 


L794 

| « N B, The Conference (meaning Nen hu 
dred) have unanimouſly rrſoived, etal the Preach 
ers, who are in ſuil connection with them, ſball enjoy: 
every privilege that the members of the Ganforence 
enjoy,  ogreeably 10 the: above-written letter "of aur 
venerable: deceaſed Father in the Goſpel,” | .- 

And. at the laſt Briſtol — ( 5 _ 

again unanimouſly confirmed, that. all the Preachers, 
wfull — ſhould enjoy — privileges with 
the, dea members of Conference, eee, 
choice of a reſident and Secretary. 


Now Meſſra. Benſon: and Co. * * 17 bi | 


that their conduct would not bear inveſtigation, 
wanted to make an immediate appeal to the hundred: 
hoping to bave a majority of them in their favour; 
nd if, as Mr. Mather ſays, as. ſentiments of 2 
myority of them be alread . they maſt haus 
been delivered. in haſte, I cannot f that the: 
minds of à majority of the hundred are fe fromert by 
pgudice';; and their avenues: of conviction /a con · 
uacted by bigotry, as Meſſrs. B. M. and Oo. have 
wendy: inſinuate. Before the meeting of next 
nſerence, a proper ſtatement of facts; and mature 
D will have rectified their judgements... 
eee plainly RPG en higheſt — 
s F tees 


. However ſtrongly ae e er 5 
would by no means be uaderſtood, as cenſuring their 2 charac- 
ters, but — their —— unaccountable conduct. They have long 


nv gs people ; and may their futute pro- 
Seedings,. be 2 as — 2 has their tecompence of re warde 
Nor yet do I mean; to fix- any — 2 ble me on the before · mentioned 


Truſtees; many of whom I be to be CY 
UR, fave inthe preſent unhappy. combination.  . 


„„ 


\ 


4 minotiry muſt govern — majori — will be 


(3) 
nours as Chriſtians are brought to the ſiake—the 
deareſt rights of the people about to be ſacrificed— 
the bond of Methodiſt connexion on the: brink of 
deſtruction and the remembrance of themſelves, 
juſt ready to be carved on. the Fillars'of Time, as 


deteſted for injuſtice, and deſpiſed for illiberality. 
Beſides, as Mr. Weſley's earneſt requeſt has been 
twice ſanctioned by Conference what pro- 
bity as Chriſtians, or what honour as men, can they 
dare to exclude their tue hundred brethren; from 
their equitab/e votes in buſineſs like tlie preſent; here 
every individual in connection is lh concerned: 
Ar. « Crowther® thus es it: V this 


3 4 — ert; and euch 7 93 
upon a fair droifion, hub ae Wants; 
er will be a fow to ſpare." e Grew he Heal 
« of the Church ſay 10 
4 bas faid, Matt. x 156 28. Marl x. 42 fo 45.” 
Hexe you will obſerve, 
affirms;' hat the whele bundrid do object to 
ple the ſherament, when they wiſh for 
from the hands of their ow. preachefs; No; thi 


- is very foreigti to he truth. Many of the firſt-rate 


abilities amongſt them are ef tod liberal ſentiments, 


0 2 either the privileges of the giſpel to che mem - 


bers of their ſocieties," of the vg. ow dah 
to tkeir brethren in cormexiony, © 


The Reſolnion#of Conference ger 


reſpreting laying! aſide ſueh eceleſtaſtical titles 3 
ons Kc. ago. gown,” caſſocks, bands and 
ſurplices, are laudable indeed. Such ornaments 


being as unnece 5 for LL es now, 


6 for che apaſtles, Ar * Jad 


CI OT UNS. 2 1275 deen Wo 7 * 
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AND NO my Dear BazTHREN and Faizups, T more 
parcicularly addreſs myſelf to you, who ſo rigidly contend for adherence 
to /-me:hing,' which you are pleaſed to call—Tnxz Orgy Pran. You 
vill obſerve, 1 have proved from abſolute facts, chat Mr. Weſley has 
frequently varied his zwery plan, but the plan 4 


F 


« 


- e Bo | 
the openings of providence, and the good of the people. ou we 
know! that the Methidaif focieties cod of three difinRt claſſes. = 


Firſt, Thoſe, who regularly have atrended Church. 
Second, Thoſe, who have been brought up Diſſenters. And, 
» 7 g | i | , 4 , 
Third, Thoſe, who have been ſons of diſſipation, without 1 
feſſion of religion at all; and of whom, amongſt us, there is far the 
; cate" number. . 3 ; % | : . ; | | #2734 i 3 
Now, I fuppoſe the regular Church people, with a few of the latter 
claſs," receive the ſacrament at Church; while almoſt all the ſecond 
clals, anda great majority of the third, do not communicate it all. 


The queſtion now is, Is it, or is it not, a duty to, partake of the 
ſatran ent ſomewhere or other i That it is enjoined in the ſcriptures, 
aud has been duly obſerved in every age down to the preſent, is a truth, 
which none can deny.— Then, 1 beſeech you remember, that ſo long 
1s you binder the members of the Methodiſt ſocieties from partaking 
thereof—yau, and; ng they are guilty of the negle#., 
Ag un, How can you be injured by our having preaching in 
Church houtf; provided it be alſo continued in the mornings-and. 
evenings?” ft is ſo now in many of the other large towns in the king- 
dom And how know you, but your oppoſition may hinder E 
 alyation of ſouls. I befeech you, my Friends, to conſider, whether 
your eye be fingly directed to the glory of God ; for the hour is at hand, 
when you and 1 muſt be brought to the bar of the Lord. | —» i 
| Gracious God? Do thou fearch our hearts as with candles. wr 5 
u, and manifeſt every root of bitterneſs in our ſouls. Forbid it, O, © \ 
it, that we bedeceiving ourſelves ;” that any thing ſhoulde 
deſtroy our ſimplicity of ſpirit, and bercave us of the enjoyment of 
happineſs and peace. | 0.4. 4 IS 


To you, my dear brethren and com » who are ſeeking con- 
enciouſly to enjoy the privileges of the Goſpel, I muſt add a word 1 
Lexhortation. Let neither menaces affright you, nor Whesdlinggs 
Advert you, from purſuing, by every means lawful to a Chiiſtian, be 
objects in view. It is ofa cuſtom of Providence, to try our de- 
lity, befoge he grants us dur wiſhes. As we believe, that we ſhould bỹß 19 
enjoyment of our privileges more glorify God let us remember 
duly to mention it in our ſecret ſupplications. I hope, and I truſt, | | 
we are ſolely influenced herein by th deſirggof getting more good * 
for ourſelves and for | us ſuffer with patience, ' and be * 
willing to bear the burden, as long as it ſhall pleaſe God that we 4 
; and this, as Mr. Weſlcy ſomewhere obſerves, is the readieft ang 
u. 4 of it; for HE can tum the hearts of mankind like therivers of | 
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